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Well, here we are at the end of
summer. For most of the country.
For us, it's just the real beginning
of hurricane season. Hot, humid,
and no end for at least another 6
weeks. But I remember growing up
in the frozen tundra of North Dakota. Labor Day weekend, besides the
dreaded (for some) start of the
school year, was the end of warm weather.
When I was growing up, after Labor Day, there were no more days over
60 degrees. Oh sure, we had Indian summer, as most of the U.S. has in
northern climes. No hot weather, though. The nicest was during the World
Series. It was too nice to be in school. Even top-down weather if you had
a convertible or funny furin' car. It's not like that now with global warming. Stays warmer later in the year.
Later, when we moved to Denver, Labor Day weekend was the highlight
of the summer. The annual vintage car race through the streets of Steamboat Springs was every Labor Day for about 15 years. That was a really
good time for sports car people. They had a car show downtown, a parade
of race cars, and of course the races. It was a nice ride up from Denver,
and we always went back through Rocky Mountain National Park. Always 2 weeks after Labor Day is the British Car Conclave.
(Continued on page 2)
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We usually had about 500 cars from Denver and the Rocky Mountain west.
Fond memories of this holiday from times past. I hope you are all enjoying your holiday weekend.
Happy travels

Doug

You Need a Tie to Come In
An unpolished looking British car owner walks into a fancy French
Restaurant. The maître d’, wanting to get rid of a potential troublemaker
says, "Sir, you can't come in here without a tie." The guy argues, but the
maître d’ is firm.
So the guy goes out to his car, can't find a tie, but locates a pair
of jumper cables in the trunk. He wraps them around his neck
and walks back into the restaurant.
The maître d’ looks at him and reluctantly says, "OK, you can
Come in, but don't start anything."
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Celebrations
By: Gene

HAPPY BITHDAY
Joyce Heckathorn - September 7

ANNIVERSARIES
No one was married in September?
Let us know if you were married in September.

2022 ABCC Upcoming Club Activities
Do you have an idea for an event? Contact Doug at pbullard@hotmail.com
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How often have you heard the question… when did they put rubber bumpers on MGs or why did
they do the change over?
Well, President Nixon signed S976 into law in 1972, which amended the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards with the Motor Vehicle and Cost Savings Act. His statement at the time was that the
Act would authorize the Secretary of Transportation to establish cost effective bumper performance standards for new cars manufactured in, or imported to, the U.S.
MG was part of British Leyland, and they created an American only bumper overrider for early ’74 models.
These large overriders were called “Sabrinas” (after an ample-chested entertainer, much like the ’50’s Dagmars used by Cadillac.) They were molded with rubber over metal and were bolted through the standard
chrome bumpers to 5/16 inch sprung steel blades. This resulted in both front and rear collision protection.
However, the Sabrinas were only a temporary fix for the mandate. The NHTSA came up with a pendulum
test to make sure the bumpers on ’75 model year cars could protect against 5 mph impacts and the car’s
corners would have to be protected at 3 mph. Ah, but there was a catch… the pendulum was designed to
strike a bumper with a height of 16-20 inches off the ground. This meant the MG would have to be raised
to comply with his requirement. MG didn’t have the resources to build two different versions, so this
meant that the new standards would be applied to all cars for shipment to all parts of the world.
Due to this development, MG had to raise the car 1.5 inches on it’s suspension. The new bumpers were designed by Harris Mann of Austin Morris Styling. They were made of Bayer’s Bayflex 90 polyurethane over
steel, and were molded by Marley Foam in unique chrome plated molds. This process resulted in a semigloss black finish. The car bodies were reinforced to support them.
This resulted in protection that was above and beyond the Federal requirement. They were introduced in
September of 1974. MG fans will call them ’74 ½ as they still have the twin carbs, which were phased out in
1975 models.
The rubber bumpers added 70 pounds to the vehicle weight. By 1977, the MGB had standard front and rear
anti-roll bars. This greatly improved the handling, as one would suspect. -endFrom Brits ‘n Pieces / British Motoring Club of Montgomery, Alabama / Volume 21; Number 9

FOR SALE or WANTED
FOR SALE - 1975 TR6, Fusion Orange with Tan interior. 4-speed, hard top and Weber carburetion. 48,800
miles. Asking $23,995, located in Lake City, contact Charlotte at cshiska@hotmail.com.for pictures and additional information (July 22)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

SEPTEMBER 2-5, 2022 Lime Rock Historic Festival (VSCCA). Lakeville, CT – www.vscca.org
SEPTEMBER 15-18, 2022 South East British Car Festival. Dillard, GA - https://peachtreemg.com/Dillard2022
SEPTEMBER 10-11, 2022 Beaulieu International Autojumble. Beaulieu, Hampshire, England –
www.beaulieu.co.uk
SEPTEMBER 7-11, 2022 Watkins Glen Speedtour - Watkins Glen, NY - www.svra.com
SEPTEMBER 7-11, 2022 Out of the Woodwork. Watkins Glen, NY- www.tvrccna.org/
SEPTEMBER 9-11, 2022 The British Invasion. Stowe, VT –www.britishinvasion.com
SEPTEMBER 9-11, 2022 Lotus Owner Gathering, LOG 41. Canaan Valley, WV –
https://lotusltd.com/log41/
SEPTEMBER 9-10, 2022 Brits of the Shoals. Rogersville, AL. – http://www.shoalsbritishcars.org/
SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 Atlanta British Car Fayre. Norcross, GA - https://www.atlantabritishcarfayre.com/
SEBTEMBER 10, 2022 Fallfest 2022. Randolph Twp., NJ. - www.njtriumphs.org
SEPTEMBER 15-18, 2022 TE/AE United 39. Oakville, ON– http://teae.org/
SEPTEMBER 15-18, 2022 Southeast British Car Festival. Dillard, GA - Peachtree MG Registry - Home
SEPTEMBER 17, 2022 Brits on the Beach. Ocean Grove, NJ - www.pedc.org/
SEPTEMBER 18-23, 2022 Austin Healey Conclave. Pocono Mountains, PA. –
http://www.healeyclub.org/
SEPTEMBER 20-23, 2022 Put-In-Bay Reunion Road Race. Put-In-Bay, OH - www.pibroadrace.com
SEPTEMBER. 22-25, 2022 6-Pack Trials. Lexington, KY - (1) 6-Pack Car Club - Home | 6-Pack TRials 2022
(6-packtrials-2022.com)

SEPTEMBER 23-25, 2022 Watkins Glen International. Watkins Glen, NY - http://www.vrgonline.org
SEPTEMBER 24-25, 2022 SCCA SOLO II (Autocross). Daytona International Speedway, Daytona
Beach, FL – https://autocross.cfrscca.org/

Note: If you are planning on attending any of these events please check their website for updated Information before you go.

OUR MISSION

To encourage the preservation and
enjoyment of all of British cars

We're on the Web
www.volusiabritishcars.com

ALL BRITISH CAR CLUB OF
VOLUSIA COUNTY
1122 E. Wisconsin Ave.
Orange City, FL 32763

